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Objective:

Provide an overview of tools 
that are enabling 

Collaborative Family Research

?



Collaboration

Being an active member of a group that 
works together to achieve a common goal



Virtual Groups You Are Part Of*

• DNA testing is revealing true/genetic relationships
• New tools & capabilities are simplifying how you access this 

information
• Other information about your family is available “in the cloud”

*Even if you are not aware that you are!



Your Challenge

• Know what is out there
• Take advantage of what is available!
• Consider “giving back” by making what you know available too!



1. Ancestry.com ThruLinesTM

2. MyHeritage Theory of Family RelativityTM

3. Family Search Family Tree
4. FamilyTreeDNA Communities

Today’s Topics



DNA Basics
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DNA Tests

Ancestry 23aneMe MyHeritage FamilyTreeDNA Living DNA

Ancestry - 20M

23andMe – 12M

MyHeritage – 4.5M

FamilyTree – 1.4M
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Ethnicity Estimates

• They are only estimates
• They are generalizing thousands of years of migration

• They have changed recently
• More DNA samples are available
• More detailed research has been performed
• They will probably change again (and again and again…)



DNA Matches

• To have genealogical value, your DNA results must be compared to 
other DNA samples

• DNA testing identifies others who match your DNA
• Close (genetic) relatives will share a lot of DNA
• Distant (genetic) relatives will share less DNA
• Unit of measurement: Centimorgans (cM)



“Estimated Relationship”



https://dnapainter.com/tools



Self

https://dnapainter.com/tools
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39 cM

No Tree!



Tree!

23 cM
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Help & More Information Is Available…

• Take a DNA Test
• Link your tree to your DNA results
• This is the only way you will see what you are about to see:

• Ancestry: DNA ThruLinesTM

• MyHeritage: Theory of Family RelativityTM



The tree is locked
(unavailable)…





DNA Matches

Linked to a Tree

Information from Tree(s)





41 DNA Matches!











• We only share 7 cM
• Our predicted relationship is actually quite distant

• 5th – 8th Cousin
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Potential 
Ancestor







Benefits of Ancestry DNA ThruLinesTM

1. Automatically Identifies Common Ancestors
2. Provides visibility to information in private (un-shared) trees
3. Provides directed links into other trees
4. Provides information about living descendants

• Allows me to contact them



MyHeritage DNA

Theory of Family RelativityTM







My Tree Margrethe’s  Tree

“100%”





My Tree Margrethe’s  Tree



3rd Tree

“100%” “100%”

My Tree Margrethe’s  Tree



Same Information…

Different Source



Another Source

Same Information…



Yet Another Source



Database was refreshed in September 2020
• “Theories” increased from 20,330,031 to 33,373,070 (+64%)



• My great grandmother was born in 
Eidsvoll, Akershus, Norway in 1844

• The church was the official 
repository for all birth, marriage and 
death records

• The Eidsvoll church was destroyed 
(with all records) by a fire in 1877

My Brick Wall



November 15, 2004 Forum Discussion
National Archives of Norway

“Lauras father was 
Lars Abrahamsson”



FamilyTree DNA Projects

• “Communities for people who are interested in pursuing information 
about a specific topic related to their genealogy”

• “Run by volunteer administrators who are working on their own 
genealogy and facilitate their Group Project members’ research using 
DNA test results.”

https://www.familytreedna.com/

https://www.familytreedna.com/




Trond Lunde



1863 Magistrates Death Record for 
Lars Abrahamsson Braatan

Laura Larsdatter



Data Sources:

1) Hanson Family Site
2) Aas Web Site
3) Lunde Family Site

95%
65%





How to compile, compare and evaluate 
all this information?



Family Search Family Tree



Family Search
https://www.familysearch.org



Family Search WebSite

• Has a huge collection of genealogical records
• Catalog of information available for geographical locations
• Instructional information on how to perform genealogical research for 

just about any region or ethnicity you can name



Family Tree

• A “Crowd Sourced” family tree
• It is publicly viewable
• Anybody can:

• Add information
• Change information
• Delete information

• Living people are only visible to the person who entered them…

































Previous
Marriage!



Great Grandparents!



Be notified of updates to this person and add to my watch list







My Brick Wall



Data Sources:

1) Hanson Family Site
2) Aas Web Site
3) Lunde Family Site
4) Geni World Family Tree
5) Ellingsen-Olsen Web Site
6) Sindre Norderhaug
7) Emma Marie Web Site
8) Fam-Eriksen Web Site







DNA Match

3 Generations!



Benefits of Using Family Search Family Tree

• Has Information about family members already been entered
• Hints/suggestions from Family Search
• Sharing what I know with other researchers

• They can add information too!

• Makes what I know (and have documented) available to others
• Information about my family will be around a lot longer than I will



?

?

DNA Match

23andme.com



• Their reference population emphasizes Wales, Ireland and Great 
Britain

• They may be able to identify locations for your genetic matches from these 
countries with greater accuracy than other companies

• They reportedly are working on similar capabilities for Germany

livingdna.com



• DNA Matching Site
• They do not sell DNA kits
• They do allow you to upload DNA results from other DNA testing 

companies

gedmatch.com



Tips and Suggestions….



Contacting DNA Matches

• Warning: They may not be as interested in genealogy as you are…
• Approach them as you would your first date
• Your goal: Get them to respond!



Managing all those DNA Matches



New Unevaluated DNA Matches
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Finding Living People

• Google.com – https://google.com
• Google Images – https://images.google.com
• Been Verified – www.beenverified.com
• Spokeo.com – www.spokeo.com
• Pipl.com – www.pipl.com
• WhitePages.com – www.whitepages.com
• Newspapers.com - https://www.newspapers.com
• FastPeopleSearch – www.fastpeoplesearch.com
• TruePeopleSearch – www.truepeoplesearch.com
• Mylife – www.mylife.com

Fee

Free

https://google.com/
https://images.google.com/
http://www.beenverified.com/
http://www.spokeo.com/
http://www.pipl.com/
http://www.whitepages.com/
https://www.newspapers.com/
http://www.fastpeoplesearch.com/
http://www.truepeoplesearch.com/
http://www.mylife.com/


Finding Living People

Look for them in Social Media
• FaceBook
• Twitter
• Instagram
• SnapChat



Summary

• Take DNA tests!
• Ancestry
• MyHeritage

• Upload your Tree & link it to your DNA results
• Use the tools Ancestry & MyHeritage are making available
• Document your family in the FamilySearch Family Tree
• Get involved in the online DNA community

• FamilyTreeDNA







Thank You!

aehanson@swbell.net
rayson.us/aehanson/technology-enabled-collaboration
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