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“Have you a system for this sort of thing? I have ½ dozen 
different forms, there is something missing on them all.”
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Genealogy Databases

A collection of information of interest to a 
genealogist.

• Initially provided on books
• Then Microfilm/Micrifiche
• Became available on CD ROM disks
• Access now is on-line

• Most charge for access

US Census
Records
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Genealogy Tree Software

• A tool used to record Names, Dates, Places and relationships
• Associate images with people
• Create reports and charts
• Export & Import Data

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://myfamilyhistoryfiles.com/family-tree/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


GEDCOM

• GEnealogy Data COMmunication
• A standard file format that allows you to exchange information 

between different Genealogy Tree Software products



GEDCOM

• Limited to defined, standard genealogical TEXT fields:
• Name
• Date & location of birth/marriage/death/burial/etc.
• Sources
• Comments

• Images/photographs are NOT included in these transfers
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Genetic 
DNA 
Services

• They will analyze your DNA sample and 
identify matches in their database.

• There is a cost associated with the initial 
analysis of the DNA sample.

• They provide tools and resources that can be 
used to evaluate matches to others who have 
tested with that company.

• Note that several of these services will allow 
you (and encourage you) to create a tree on 
their site.
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Integrated 
Genealogy 
Products

• Genealogy Tree Software
• Genealogy Databases

• These can be manually searched
• Provides “Hints” about records that match people 

in your tree
• Allows you to associate matching records with 

individuals

• DNA Testing



Databases







13 Countries









https://www.cyndislist.com/us/



Genealogy
Tree
Software





https://www.knowwhowearsthegenesinyourfamily.com/blog



https://genealogy-software.no1reviews.com/ - Accessed 12/15/2025
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https://genealogy-software.no1reviews.com/
https://genealogy-software.no1reviews.com/
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1437 Responses

• 53% - Family Tree Maker
• 22% - RootsMagic
• 15% - Legacy Family Tree
• 11% - Other (15)



It’s Complicated!

• Features
• Interface/Look & Feel
• Features
• Platform
• Cost
• Support
• Product Enhancement

• Architecture
• Where is the information stored?
• Can it be accessed from phones and/or tablets?



Where is Your Information: PC

Windows or Mac

PC
Software
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Where is Your Information: Cloud & PC
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Leading Desktop Programs

• Family Tree Maker
• Widely regarded as the most popular desktop genealogy 

program
• Strong integration with Ancestry
• Large, long-established user base

• RootsMagic
• Commonly cited as the second most popular desktop genealogy 

program
• Known for flexibility and cross-platform support
• Popular among advanced and professional genealogists



Why These Are Currently The Top-Rated Products

• Mac & Windows versions available
• Provides access to FamilySearch.org & Ancestry.com records
• Ongoing upgrades & enhancements
• Can view information from SmartPhone’s & Tablets

• FamilyTreeMaker has advantages over RootsMagic in this area



RootsMagic 11

• Has a good user interface & lots of features
• Provides record hints from:

• FamilySearch.org
• Ancestry.com
• MyHeritage.com

• Cost (January 2026)
• $39.95

(January 2026)



RootsMagic 11

• SmartPhone/Tablet support?
• Yes, but its Klutzy

• Create a File on Your PC
• Transfer it to Your Phone/Tablet using Dropbox

• One way only:  you cannot make changes to information on your Phone or 
Tablet.

• When you update the information on your PC you need to go through the 
whole file copying process again to update your Phone/Tablet



FamilyTreeMaker 2024

• Also has a good user interface & lots of features
• Provides record hints from:

• FamilySearch.org
• Ancestry.com

• Cost (January 2026)
• $79.95

• SmartPhone/Tablet support?



FamilyTreeMaker: TreeVault Cloud Service

• Requires TreeVault Cloud Services Subscription service
• Free for one year
• Then $24/year for the “Basic” Plan (Family Tree Data only)
• Or $48/year for the “Media Plus” Plan (Data and Media collection)

• Creates a continuously updated backup of your information.
• You can access your information using the FTM Connect app (free) on 

your SmartPhone or Tablet.
• One way only:  you cannot make changes to information on your 

Phone or Tablet



FamilyTreeMaker: Ancestry.com

• Will synchronize your information with your tree on Ancestry.com 
• Changes can be made on your PC or online on Ancestry.com
• Synchronization can be:

• Automatic (when you end your session)
• Manual (whenever you want to do it)

• You can access your information using the Ancestry.com App
• You can edit information from your SmartPhone or Tablet

• You do NOT need to have a paid Ancestry.com account to do this



The Best of the Rest
(2022 Genealogy Squad Survey) 

• Legacy Family Tree (2025-10-30)
• The Master Genealogist (2014-12-03 , discontinued 2015)
• Family Historian (2024-10-17)
• Brothers Keeper (2024-12-13)
• Heredis (2022-09-20)
• Ancestry Quest (2022-03-19)
• Personal Ancestorial File (2002-07-23, discontinued 2014)
• Gramps (2025-11-08)
• Reunion (2025-07-02)
• Family Tree Builder (2016-08-12)

Wikipedia: Comparison of genealogy software
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comparison_of_genealogy_software

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comparison_of_genealogy_software
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MyHeritage.com

• Free tree (up to 250 members)
• You will need to subscribe to add more.

• GEDCOM files can be uploaded or downloaded
• You control access by others
• 84 Million member trees





FindMyPast.com

• Primary focus: British Research
• Has exclusive relationships with many archives
• Exclusive coverage of the 1921 census for England and Wales

• You can upload/create a tree at no cost
• But you mut pay to view records





Ancestry.com

• You can create a private tree by creating a free Ancestry Guest Account
• No credit card information required – just an email address

• No limits on the size of the tree
• No time limit
• You can grant access to others
• You will get record hints

• You just won't be able to view them





No Reports!

• Note that MyHeritage.com and FindMyPast.com trees to not provide 
tools to create genealogical reports. 

• Ancestry.com recently added the capability to generate genealogical 
reports, but you must purchase their Pro Tools add-on ($10/month) 
to access them.
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Single Family Tree

Goal: One 
unique record 

for every person

Universal Access
(Account 
Required)

Records can be 
created by 
anybody

Records can be 
viewed by 
anybody*

Anybody can 
modify a 
record*

* Exception: Living Person



WeRelate.org

• Based on Mediawiki software developed 
by the people behind Wikipedia

• Free
• 3.2 Million Users
• No Records (Census, B/M/D etc…)

Single Family Tree



WeRelate.org

• All information is entirely public
• Every Person has a unique page
• Each Family has a unique page

Single Family Tree









GEDCOM Uploads Allowed, but….



WikiTree.com

• Based on Mediawiki software developed 
by the people behind Wikipedia

• Free
• 43 Million Users
• Information for living people can only be 

viewed by person who created the profile 
plus anybody they add to their “trusted 
list”

• No Records (Census, B/M/D etc…)

Single Family Tree



Narrative Text Only







Geni.com

• 204 Million profiles 
• You can import a GEDCOM file.

• Restricted GEDCOM uploads accepted
• You control who can access the profiles 

you create.
• No Records (Census, B/M/D etc…)

Single Family Tree



Geni.com

Purchased by MyHeritage in 2012
• Geni trees are maintained separately
• Geni provides MyHeritage record hints
• MyHeritage shows Geni matches in 

their Theory of Family Relativity 
matches

Single Family Tree







FamilySearch.org
Family Tree

• 1.7 Billion people in the FamilySearch Tree
• 20 Billion searchable records & images
• 500,000 Books/maps/histories
• Free

Single Family Tree









Genetic DNA 
Services Details





23andMe.com

• Test Type: Autosomal
• Family Tree: Not Really…



Maximum of 
200 People



23andMe.com

• Test Type: Autosomal
• Family Tree: Not Really…
• Genealogy is not their primary focus…



LivingDNA.com

• Test Type(s): Autosomal, Mitochondrial & Y DNA
• Family Tree: No
• Provides granular information for UK matches
• Relatively few samples in their database
• Very slow to roll out promised features



FamilyTreeDNA.com

• Test Type(s): Autosomal, Mitochondrial & YDNA 
• Family Tree: Yes, but it has very limited capabilities
• Partners with MyHeritage.com to incorporate DNA in their trees.



MyHeritage.com

• Test Type: Autosomal
• Family Tree: 

• Yes
• Required for the Theory of Family Relativity

• A powerful tool for identifying how you might be related 
to other DNA matches



Ancestry.com

• Test Type: Autosomal
• Family Tree: 

• Yes
• Required for Thrulines

• A powerful tool for identifying how you might be related to 
other DNA matches



Specialty 
Products

• Allows users to upload and compare 
DNA matches from any Genetic DNA 
Service.

• Provides a variety of tools and 
resources used to analyze DNA 
results.

Free for basic services, fee for more advanced features.
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• Global collection of 37 billion historical records
• Birth, marriage and death records from 60 countries
• 18 Billion pages of historical newspapers, dating back to 1803
• Millions of gravestone inscriptions and photos from around the world
• Complete U.S. and U.K. censuses (and lots of Norway Census records)
• Birth, marriage, and death records, military and immigration records, 

and more



Tree Only Records Only Tree + Data + More

You can build a family tree 
of up to 250 people for 

free.



Strong 
Emphasis 

on
European 
Records





Reviewing & Confirming a 
match will copy “New” and 

“Improved” information into 
your tree. 



Reviewing & Confirming a 
record will add information to 

this person in your tree



DNA Test Required







You can view & update your records from your Smart Phone &/or tablet device



Family Tree Builder

• Provides a way to download and work with information on your PC
• PC and Cloud data can be synchronized
• Provides betters tools & features (including reports) than you have 

accessing the cloud version using a browser.



The
Internet

Tablet

Phone

PC
• MyHeritage Family Tree
• Data stored locally
• Sync’d to the cloud

+ MyHeritage App

+ MyHeritage App

No Monthly/Yearly Fees!
(For trees smaller than 250 people)

Laptop/PC
Browser



30 - 60 Billion Records
27 Million DNA samples
100 Million Family Trees



The
Internet

PC
• Browser Access Only
• All data saved in the cloud

• No local data storage

Unlimited size tree is free with an Ancestry Guest Account



The
Internet

Tablet

Phone

+ Ancestry App

+ Ancestry App

No Monthly/Yearly Fees!

PC
• Browser Access Only
• All data saved in the cloud

• No local data storage



The
Internet

Tablet

Phone

PC with Family Tree Maker
• Data is saved in both locations

• PC
• In The Cloud

TreeVault
Cloud Service
$29/49/year

Laptop/PC
Browser





As of 5 January 2026

Try it free for 14 days





Recommendations

• Maintain one Primary Family Tree
• Always make changes and additions to this tree
• If you need to create a tree/trees on other 

platforms make a copy of the information from 
this tree

• Periodically update the other trees with copies from 
the Primary Tree

• If you get hints and suggestions from other 
sources update this tree



The
Internet

Tablet

GEDCOMPhone

PC with Family Tree Maker
• Data is saved in both locations

• PC
• In The Cloud



MyHeritage.com Warning!
• Deleting and replacing 

your family tree will 
disrupt all of your 
Theory of Family 
Relativity (TOFR) 
matches!

• TOFR updates are only 
performed once or twice 
each year.



Recommendations
• Avoid WeRelate, WikiTree, Geni (Single 

Family Trees) until you see tangible value to 
working in the environment



Recommendations

• Use FamilySeach: It is a fabulous source of 
records

• Use the Family Search Family Tree as a tool
• This is NOT a good choice to select for your 

Primary Family Tree
• Add people only when you are certain about the 

relationships
• Add the next generation so you can begin to 

receive record hints
• “Follow” People of Interest



Thank You!

Tony Hanson

aehanson@swbell.net

https://www.rayson.us/aehanson/choosing-genealogy-services-software/

mailto:aehanson@swbell.net
https://www.rayson.us/aehanson/choosing-genealogy-services-software/
https://www.rayson.us/aehanson/choosing-genealogy-services-software/
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https://www.rayson.us/aehanson/choosing-genealogy-services-software/
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