
What Do You Do When There 
Are No Records?

Tony Hanson



Agenda

• My Brick Wall: 
• Finding the family of my Great Grandmother

• Breaking Through YOUR Brick Wall
• Start with conventional genealogical research
• Utilize all known sources of information
• Know the geography and history of the area
• Utilize card catalogs
• Utilize the Family Search Family Tree
• Tips for Using DNA



Inger Marie Dahl Hanson



08/07/2005 email from Ann L Hanson:

Called Bobbie last night,  did not mention you  were in  the area,  but  got the following info:

e-mail  address:  Wilbgon@chibardon.net,   hope I got it right.  she had the following info:  She remembered Grandma H  as being raised in foster homes, no  knowledge of why:  never 
did remember Gram mentioning either her mother or father,  must check Jean on that one.   She was a mail-order bride but decided that she could not marry  whoever  the gent was,  so  
worked and paid off the debt and later met and married Anton.  I remember her saying she had worked for a Dr's familily with many children, and  they taught her English.  Plus the 
American way of life.  Do you remember Gram's nephew coming to visit us on Chestnut St  in Hinsdale?  he had a wife and I think 2 small children,  the little girl had cancer in her eye,  
and she later died, He was a minister in Orange, New Jersey,  I am not sure which religion,  but would think maybe Lutheran, I think you were in the area of 8 years old then.

• “She remembered Grandma H as being raised in foster homes, no 
knowledge of why.”

• “Never did remember Gram mentioning either her mother or father”
• “She did come through Ellis Island”

-----Original Message-----

Sent: Friday, December 29, 2000 07:22

To: HANSON, TONY (SWBT)

Subject: Grandma Hanson

Grandma Hanson told me she came here when she was 17 so that would be 1903. She did come through Elis Island.



Dahl, Inger Marie                    Mr. Anton Syvertsen
Rakkestad, Panterholtet



Confirmation Record
Name: Inger Marie Antonsdatter

Date of Birth: 31 January 1886
Date on Baptism: 31 March 1886
Place of Birth: Skiptvet - Aasen
Residence: Vestby [Akershus County], Rakkestad Parish 
Parents: 

• Anton Martin Syversen
• Laura Larsdatter





???

???



Laura Larsdatter

• Born 14 October 1844 in 
Eidsvold, Akershus, Norway.

• The Lutheran Church was 
the official information 
repository for all Births, 
Marriages and Deaths.

• Two copies were kept.
• Both copies were destroyed 

in a fire in 1877.



1877 Marriage to Anton Martin Syvertsen

Eidsvoll, Akershus County, Norway Parish Register (Official): 1877 – 1881, Marriage, Page 203, Entry Number 9

Born in EIdsvoll

14 October 1844

http://urn.digitalarkivet.no/URN:NBN:no-a1450-kb20060512010382.jpg


1877 Marriage to Anton Martin Syvertsen

Brides Father: Lars Halvorsen

Eidsvoll, Akershus County, Norway Parish Register (Official): 1877 – 1881, Marriage, Page 203, Entry Number 9

http://urn.digitalarkivet.no/URN:NBN:no-a1450-kb20060512010382.jpg


Lars Halvorsen’s Living in Eidsvoll:

• Lars Halvorsen (b. 1783) and his wife Maria Christophersdatter (b. 1788) were living with their 
son Christian Larsen (b. 1825) and his wife Marthe Andersdatter (b. 1825) and their daughter 
Marte Christiansdatter (b. 1862) at the time of the 1865 census (view the transcription). He would 
have been 61 when Laura was born and 94 when she was married.

• Lars Halvorsen (b. 1825) living on the Lesjabraaten Tudlidalen in EIdsvold Prgj. at the time of the 
1865 census (view the transcription). He was married to Maren H Armundsdatter and had three 
daughters (Albertine, b. 1858, Alava b. 1862 and Berte b. 1865) and a son (Hakon, b. 1860). 
Laura's birth date (1844) is not a good fit for this family, although it is possible.

• Lars Halvorsen (b. 1830) living on the Johnsbraatebakken in EIdsvold Prgj. at the time of the 1865 
census (view the transcription). He was an unmarried border and would have been 14 years old at 
the time of Laura's birth, so he probably is not her father.

https://www.digitalarkivet.no/en/census/person/pf01038038004860
http://www.rhd.uit.no/folketellinger/ftliste_e.aspx?ft=1865&knr=0237&kenr=009&bnr=0038&lnr=000




Group Projects





9 June 2019 email from Trond Lunde:

“There is no doubt that Lars Halvorsen is wrong for Lars Abrahamsen in the wedding record of 1877.” 

“And several of the godparents to Anne Helene were siblings to Laura.”

Lars Abrahamsen!



Birth Record for Anne Helene

• Olaus Larssen was one of Laura’s brothers (born in 1932).
• Katrine Larsdatter was one of Laura’s sisters (Kathrine Maria, born 

1837). She was married to Bernt Olsen, so the “Laren [maybe…] K 
Olsen” who was a witness at the marriage may be related to her 
husband).

• Halvor Larssen was one of Laura’s brothers (born 1831, died 1907)

Sponsors (Godparents)



Wedding

Birth of 1st daughter (Anne Helene)



1877 Marriage to Anton Martin Syvertsen

Father: Lars Halvorsen?

Groom’s Father: Syver Halvorsen

Abrahamsen



Halvor – Abraham - Marte Margrete – Olaus – Christina – Katrine Maria – Anne Lovise – Henrikke





Became available in early 2019





Death Record for Lars Abrahamsen from the Eidsvoll Magistrates' Death Notices - Death Case Protocol document.
Source: Digital Archives of Norway, L0002 - Death Announcement Record - The Sorcerer's Letter, SAO / A-10371 / H / Ha / Haa / L0002



Church book from Eidsvoll parish 1815-1865 (0237P)
https://www.digitalarkivet.no/en/source/4923">Go to complete source information
County: Akershus
Municipality (1947) :Eidsvoll
Geographic area: Eidsvoll parish
Eidsvoll local parish
Langset local parish
Start year:1815 End year:1865 Births and baptisms:
https://www.digitalarkivet.no/en/view/261/hd00000000113620">1862-06-22
Parish/Church:EidsvollPage:026Serial no.:096









?



Confirmed in the 1801 Norwegian Census



? Emigrated to Norway, Racine, Wisconsin 

I as able to confirm almost all of these relationships…





“Abraham Johnson was born on November 24, 1828, at 
Eidsvold, Norway, Europe. He was the son of a hired man on a small farm. Just across the valley 
was a farm known as Nordbraaten, the home of Jon Bratton and his family. The Braatons had a great love for music, and 
tradition has it that there is gypsy blood in the family. Perhaps in the days of the wandering minstrels, such a one found his 
way to the southern coast of Norway, stayed there and became the ancestor of the sons and daughters of Nordbratten. 
However, music was deep in their souls, Jon Braaten was a violinist and composer of some ability.

“Jon Braaten had two daughters. One was Olena, the mother of F. Melvis Christiansen, and

Katrena Ann was the other. Katrena became the wife of 
Abraham Jonson in the late 1840’s. They settled on a small acre where the were 

furnished a small cabin, wood for their heat, a cow for milk and sometimes a pig to fill the pork barrel. The young 
couple were blessed with nine children, Mathilda, Mary, 
Anne, Ludvig, John,….”

"The Grassroots History of Racine County" (1978), “Abraham Johnson”, page 452

Article submitted by Mrs. Esther (John) Malchine, granddaughter of Abraham 
Jonson.

“The Grassroots History of Racine County” (1978)





Ejdsvoldske Compagnie 
1848

(Eidsvoll Company 1848)



Ejdsvoldske Compagnie -
Mandskabstegnings-Rulle

1850

(Eidsvoll Company – Crew 
Drawing Roll 1850)



From: Trond Øivindsson Lunde <ammerud.lunde@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, February 14, 2022 10:08 AM
To: Tony Hanson <aehanson@swbell.net>
Subject: Re: Jon Abrahamsen - Abraham Jonsen from Eidsvoll

Hello.

According to a military record (not available on Digitalarkivet): Akershusiske infanteribrigade, ruller Eidsvold pr. gjeld og sogn, Abraham was born 
on 24 November 1828 at Abrhams, Braaten in Eidsvoll. It 
says that his father was Jon Abrahamsen

mailto:ammerud.lunde@gmail.com
mailto:aehanson@swbell.net


Jon Larsen – Mari Kristensdatter
1727 – 1784                    1727 - 1825



What I knew in 2000…



What I know today!

Jon Larsen – Mari Kristensdatter
4th Great Grandparents



Breaking Through YOUR Brick Wall



Start with conventional genealogical research

• Build your tree using standard genealogical practices and resources
• Take advantage of the hints they provide.

• Investigate & document collateral lines (siblings, spouses, etc…) too.
• This will be helpful later when you start trying to associate DNA matches.



Utilize All Known Sources of Information

• Identify sources of information
• Begin a methodical search looking for clues
• This is where a Research Log is really useful!

• Who were you looking for?
• What did you search?
• Where were the records you searched?
• When did you perform the search?
• Why were you searching this particular record?
• Document the results (i.e., did you find what you were looking for?)



Understand the Geography and History

Prior to 1918, “Eidsvoll” was spelled “Eidsvold”





County:







Utilize the Family Search Family Tree



Why Utilize the Family Search Family Tree?

• Somebody may have already documented part of the family branch 
that you are researching.

• Family Search will notify you about changes to anybody you “Watch”:
• If anybody makes a change (addition, modification, deletion)
• If they index a document that appears to be related

• Makes it very easy to collaborate with other researchers.



European Ancestors?

• Try MyHeritage
• They tend to have more European-centric records than Ancestry.com



Using DNA
To Break Through YOUR Brick Wall



Who To Test With?

• Start with Ancestry.com
• They have the largest collection of DNA samples
• They do a good job of integrating DNA and your tree

• ThruLines tool is very useful
• You can download your DNA information and upload it to other companies at 

no/low cost
• Although you may not have access to all offered features



Who To Test With?

• Strong European focus
• Upload Ancestry DNA information to start at no cost

• Consider taking full test to have access to all features

• Allows you to download DNA information for matches
• You can take advantage of DNA Painter & GEDMatch

• Theory of Family Relativity is also a powerful tool
• It is only updated periodically (a few times each year?)



Who To Test With?

• You can upload your Ancestry.com DNA results
• This is (almost) the only choice if you want to do Y-DNA or 

Mitochondrial testing
• You can upload/maintain a tree, but it is not well integrated with you 

DNA information
• You can link a DNA test to a person in the tree…



Who To Test With?

• Not focused on the genealogical segment of the market
• Will NOT allow you to upload DNA information from Ancestry.com
• Tree is useful

• But it is limited to 200 entries



Who To Test With?

• One Sample – All Tests included
• You can upload you Ancestry.com DNA sample at no cost

• You will NOT get mtDNA or Y DNA results though…

• Extremely focused results for United Kingdom
• Claim to be developing the same for German



Identify DNA matches of interest

• ThruLines & Theory of Family Relativity
• Surnames
• Geography



Start with the living person and work backwards

When you identify a match of interest:
• Add them to your tree
• Add siblings, parents and other relatives
• Take advantage of hints
• Try to connect them to a relative you have already documented using other 

sources



Cross-Reference Matches

• Use tools provided by each testing company
• Use tools provided in your family tree software



RootsMagic 8 Groups



GroupsNotes







Verify Everything!

• DNA can be believed
• Remember that the possible relationships are just possibilities

• Trees associated with DNA matches?
• Not so much…



Focus on Shared Matches

• Add them to your tree
• Even if you don’t know (yet) how you are related

• Try to associate them with other DNA matches or people already in 
you tree

• Look for inconsistencies…



Use your best Dating Skills*

• When you meet someone you really like you want to go out with 
them again!

• Your goal in contacting DNA relatives is to get them to respond
• Keep it brief
• Make it interesting
• Ask a simple question

* Diahan Southard



Contacting DNA Matches



3 Shared Matches

1 Shared Match

1 in common: DE

Jon Larsen – Mari Kristensdatter
1727 – 1784                    1727 - 1825



2 Shared Matches
AG?



Isak Johan Larsen

Lars Isachsen

Tony Hanson

Arnold Hanson

Inger Marie Antonsdatter

Laura Larsdatter

Lars Abrahamsen

Abraham Jonsen

Jon Abrahamsen

Anton Edvar Hanson

Hans Emaus Isakson

Isaac Stenersen

AG

Katherine Ann Laurentzen

Norman Laurentzen

Iver Anker Laurentssen

Lorents Andreas Isakson

lisamarieabc1

Sharon Marie Kragness

Lorraine M Thompson

Horace Arthur Thompson

Marchilde Indiana Abrahamsdatter

Abraham Jonsen

Jon Abrahamsen

Well Documented…

?



Ask others to test

• Identify gaps in your knowledge and consider how more test results 
might help

• Other test types
• Mitochrondiral
• Y DNA

• Parents, Grandparents, Aunts, Uncles, Cousins, Siblings…
• Especially siblings!



0 0

Mitochrondrial Test Candidate



Only 10 matches!?!



1 Shared Match



My sister and KF



Another match with 
my other sister!



Other Tools

• DNAPainter.com
• Allows you create chromosome maps
• Tools

• Shared CM Tool
• What are the odds
• Many others 

• GEDMatch.com
• Allows you to upload DNA and search DNA information that has been 

uploaded by others
• Basic services free, cost for advances services



12 additional matches share identical DNA with this person and me!





Tove Østli Eriksen

Name Chromosome
Segment Size

(cM) Number of SNPs
Genomic position

Daga Herfurth 3 11.5 5632 148317504 159793827

Anne Helene Hansen 3 11.6 5760 148317504 160135286

Henriette Hansen 3 11.7 5888 148048835 160135286

Nils-Roar Selnes 3 11.7 5888 148048835 160135286

K Strand 3 11.7 5888 148048835 160135286

Eva Løsness 3 6.9 3072 148048835 153523918

Erik Larsen 3 8.1 4352 150545894 160135286

Bjørg Svedbergh 3 11.2 5632 148450017 160135286

Heather Brown 3 11.5 5632 148317504 159793827

Henning Martiniussen 3 11.5 5760 148048835 159793827

Tove Laberg 3 9.2 4224 148048835 156248593

Daga Herfurth 3 11.5 5632 148317504 159793827

150545894 153523918Common Range:
Minimum                 Maximum









Reach out to people with knowledge/expertise

• Ancestry Groups
• FamilyTreeDNA groups
• Family Search Research Wiki
• Consider hiring a researcher



Keep Looking!

• New records are becoming available every day!
• Genealogical Records
• DNA Matches
• DNA Tools

• Ancestry.com announced SideView on 13 April 2022





MotherFather



https://www.rayson.us/aehanson/genealogy/paternal/laura-larsdatters-parents/



Thank You!

Questions?



https://www.rayson.us/aehanson/what-do-you-do-when-there-are-no-records/
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